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April 2 Message (Subject #302)

Today's theme is the Japanese sys-
tem of education. What do you think
about it? What are its strengths and
weaknesses and how has it changed
since the end of the war?
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The educational system of our
country basically consists of 6 years of
elementary school, 3 years of middle
school, 3 years of high school and 4
years of university. This system was
set up under the direction of the U. S.
Occupation Forces after World War I
The first 9 years of education (elemen-
tary school and middle school) are com-
pulsory. Therefore, for these 9 vyears,
the rate of school attendance by children
is 100%. While not compulsory, high
school enrollment is over 80% nation-
wide and nearly 100% in the cities. Over
30% of all high school graduates go on to
university or college, which is low only
in comparisonn to the 50% figure of the
U. S. (This data is a little oid.)

In the Meiji era, as Japan began
undergoing modernization, the govern-
ment established an integrated educa-
tional system from elementary school to

university in order to foster the develop-

ment of industry and culture through the
introduction of Western learning. In

1900, children were obliged to begin 4
years of compulsory education from age
6. That year, the percentage of children
attending school was 20%. In1907, when
compulsory education was increased to 6
years, the . percentzge was about 99%.
After that, many elementary schools,
middle schools, girls' high schools, voca-
tional schools, colleges and universities
were founded. Except for elementary
schools, however, applicants had to be
selected for entrance into these schools
so the proportion of students continuing
on to higher levels of education was not
high. In 1935, the percentage of elemen-
tary school students going on to the sec-
ondary schools of that time (middle
schools, girls' high schools and vocation-
al schools) was 18.5%, and the percent-
age going on to higher education (higher
school, college, university) was only 3%.

~ As | have often written in this per-
iodical before, | entered middle school

the final year of the war. As my elemen-

tary school was in a remote farming vil-
lage (where | had been evacuated from
Tokyo the preceding year), only 2 boys
and a girl (from among 40 graduates)
entered middle school or girls' high
school. The other boys and girls went
out into the world at the age of 12¢ with
the exception of some who entered a
higher elementary school (called k6td
shogakkd) for 2 years. My wife's mother,
who died 8 vears ago, was very proud of
having been graduated from a girls’ high
school under the former sysiem. It is
generally recognized that girls' high
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school was the highest institution of
learning for girls and the comparative
value of the schoo! graduation was much
higher than that of the universities of
these days as mentioned above.

Today, our country's education sys-
tem faces many difficult problems such
as an over-emphasis on entrance exami-
nations, enhanced moral education, coun-
tering delinquency, upgrading teachers'
qualifications and so on. While agreeing
.that the American-style education con-
tributed to Japan's postwar development
many people feel this is @ good time for
retrospection and a reconsideration now
that half a century has passed since the
introduction of the "new" educational
system.  (MIKIHIKO YOSHIMOTO, Gifu)

When Japan opened her ports to for-
eign countries, she was considered a na-
fion of virtue in the Orient. After the
war, she was once criticized as an eco-
nomic animal. Now,Japan is seriously ill.
Why are so meay shameful events repoii-
ed every day? Where has Japanese viri-
ue gone? ! think our preseni condition is
a result of postwar education in Japan.

There is a2 story of a large number
of wild rats simultaneously dashing to
the seashore znd jumping into the water
1o their death, one after another. | think
this story gives a hint regarding our Jap-
anese situation. "Even if the traffic sig-
nal is red, if wz cross the street in 2
group, we're sate." This saying exactly
expresses our traditional Japanese weak
point: an extrerie group consciousness.
After the war, it became stronger and
we Japanese tend to think we will al-
ways be safe if w2 follow others. But,
sometimes, we must make our own de-
cisions.

Mow, Japan is in an unprecadented
recession. The farnous Japanese lifelong
amployment and security systems have
collapsed.  Many new university gradu-
ates cannot find jobs. Teachers «hould
recognize that the age of concentrating
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only on test scores is over. | am looking
forward to a coming new age of Japanese
students who have developed individuai
opinions and morals with the help of new

teachers.
(TSUYQSHI HAMADA, Minami, Nagoya)

I do not think that the present
Japanese education system itself has
any weakness. | admit, however, that
Japanese have changed their thinking
about education. Why do Japanese stu-
dents want to enter a famous school,
college or university? Almost all stu-
dents study hard to pass entrance exam-
inations. Why do they not have a desire
for knowledge after they gain entrance?
Recently, there are entrance examina-
tions from kindergarten to university.
The present situation is the result of
mistaken ideas, but | cannot say what
they are.

| will mention my feeling during a
trip to Holland where we had some un-
hurried time and were able to talk to a
few persons we had met somewhere. |
remember one of them talked about edu-
cation. He said that he did not want to
go to college after he graduated from
high school. He said that most people
thought the same way as he did. They
have no difficulties and spend happy and
peaceful days all their lives. Only spe-
cial people graduate from university or
college. | saw in his smile that he did
not envy them.

| think that the present situation
in Japan was caused by the general pub-
lic. | myself am becoming uninterested.
Now, | am reflecting on my conduct as a
result of thinking about this theme.

(MICHIKO SANO, Minami, Nagoya)

Since [ have been involved in the
education systern of Japan for the past
18 years, there are many tnings | would
like ta write, but here | will mention one
clear difference between the education
of Japan and that of England.



JUNE 30, 1996

"DAILY WORD" ECHOES 3

It was back in 1981 that | went to-— them as much room as possible for their

a British  university for the first time.
It was Manchester University. For the
first few months, | was not sure how to
study, so | tried to do my best in the
same way | did in a Japanese university.
[ listened to lectures as carefully as
possible and did all 1 could do to grasp
the main point of each class. In Japan, |
had been expected to write as exactly as
possible what | learned during the -class
when it came to exams, sa | did that at
Manchester University. To my surprise,
however, | didn't get as good results as |
had expected. So after the exams | went
to my teachers who all said they would
not give a good mark on a test paper only
full of notes taken during the class. It
was then that | began to recognize the
impartance of thinking on my own.

Since | came back to Japan, | have
been teaching English so as to give my
students as many chances as possible to
think of their own ideas or to express
themselves in their own ways. In recent
months, however,|'ve found many of them
are still not used to teaching which is
meant tc encourage their creative think-
ing. 1t may be because they have been
forced to imitate their teachers even
when it comes to thinking. They seem to
be afraid of making a mistake by think-
ing on their own. As far as writing Eng-
lish is concerned, this is true even with
English teachers as well.

It is easy to point out "weakness-
es" of our education system but it is dif-
ficult to make use of those "weaknesses"
to improve the system. And this is ex—
actly what 1 am determined to do from
now on. It is true that many Japanese
have been poor at creative thinking, but
their diligence has helped them master
the basics of any subject. Independent
thinking is important, but it can't get us
somewhere unless we have mastered the
basics, so | would like to lead my stu-
dents in the right direction by encourag-
ing them to work diligently and leaving

creative thinking.

Last of all, 1| want to express my
gratitude for the "Daily Word" messages,
most of which have given me much food
for thought.

(TOMOYASU KIMURA, Nishi, Nagoya)

. After the war, Japanese compulso-
ry education was changed to include six
years of elementary school and three
years of junior high school. Even though
the education period has been extended,
human education has failed. We live in
material abundance and have become fi-
nancially well off. On the other hand,
children's hearts have become poorer.

A very important problem for edu-
cators is how to restore spiritual vitali-
ty to their students. Teasing, suicides
and cruelty related to the examination
wars arise from poor spirits. Most chil-
dren cannot play with a group of friends
nor get along easily with nature.

There are defects in the basic edu-
cation policy. For example, religious
training, patriotism and respect for tra-
ditional culture are not included in the
curriculum. Sympathy for others, modes-
1y, gratitude and respect all come from a
spirit of independence and self-control.
I think there is a great need for educa-
tional reformation.

Yesterday, | read some interesting
comments in the Asahi newspaper. A car-
toonist, Kei Ishizaka, said that children
should have many opportunities to enjoy
themselves in order to enjoy human life
and have good experiences in the future.
Another person, Sakane Yonekura, said
that school is not a place where grades
should be emphasized or where distinc-
tions should be made between students.
What does it mean to be first class? It
IS a process. School courses, school re-
cords and achievemenis test scores have
no relation to character. | thought their
opinions were very interesting.

(MIEXQ OXUMURA, Mizuho, Nagoya)
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Today, shameful incidents are oc-
curring in many fields of government,
medical groups, banks, religious bodies,
and so on. What is the reason?  All of
these incidents seem to have a common
origin—the lack of moral education.

The other day | read an essay titled
"Today's Young Men" written by Professor
Tsuneo lida in the Chgnichi newspaper.
He deplored the blameworthy attitude of
students in leciure halls who noisily
talk about their private maiters, ignor-
ing the sincere efforts of the lecturers.
it reminded me of my own experience
during my student days in the transition
period from the prewar educational sys-
tern 1o that of ihe postwar era. The class-
room was filledi with studenits from boin
systems and | was a student from the
prewar system. The lecture was on ac-
counting and students from the postwar
system were very noisily absorbed in
their personal conversations from .
very beginning. The aged professor be-
came angry aud scolded tham in a lous
voice at last. his attitude wzs quite nat-
ural and we all sympathized with him.

When | reed the esszy writien by
Professor lida, | thought that the detesi-
snle atmospher= common i3 classrooms
in my school duys may have continued
without improv:-.ment until now. Thoss
impolite studeirts - have grown up since
those days and some have bzcome lead-
ers in many are:s of Japanes: society.

' A few dzy: ago, | happened to hear
an NHK radio ii..ws report tnat English
courses will be introduced into grade
schools for the iirst time. Listening to
e news, | wes instantly against the
idea. | thought ¢ .1t a course in morality,
which was inclucid in the prewar educa-
tion system shinild be introduced into
grade schools before an English course,
aven though that is my favorite language.

(ARUJ Z.1070200, Minami, ifsgoya)
" elgdom T cor... 2 paiughls Than
Jrwigis", Props o B0 %)
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At the recent meeting of "Daily
Word" Fans which | attended and enjoyed
for the first time, many people empha-
sized the need for moral education. |
fully agree that this is one of the most
important elements in education. How-
ever, in this short essay, | would like to
focus on another aspect.

Japanese education overemphasiz-
es rote memorization. In my high school
days, history was completely reduced to
just memorization. I didn't think about
the people, their way of thinking and so
forth. 1 gained knowledge but not under-
standing. And now | have lost most of
that knowledge. It is very important to
think deenly about and discuss historical
events, for example. 'n science, we must
deal with actual objects rather than
learning just from textbooks.

One way to solva this problem is 1o
reduce the range of subjects or of one
particular subject. To master a foreign
language requires great effort. Some
students are not gocd at learning words
by heart. In high school, all students
should not bhe forced to take English. The
important thing is not what to learn but
how to learn.

(TOSHIYUKI KOTERAZAWA, Kasugai)

The new educational system after
the war shifted the emphasis from rote
lzarning and indoctrination to thinking
for oneself as a membar of 3 democratic
society. Textbooks were completely re-
vised to climinate militaristic and na-
tionalistic propaganda and the old course
on ethics, or shoshin, which was thought
to have been the core of prewar educa-
tion, was ranlaced by new courses in the
social sciznces.

Elementary educaticn had bsan
egalitarian from the beginning but an
gifort was made to reducs the elitist
fiuoar of higisn levels of ecucation and
o shift from wi'at the Japanese psople
cali:d the 6-5-3-3 school sys'am to the
American 6-3-3-% system. The sudden
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rise in the number of universities—and
the great increase in students attending
higher levels of education resulted in a
substantial lowering of university stand-
ards. All this was deeply resented by
many Japanese.

The present examination structure
which resulted threw the educational
system into disorder. An entrance exam
for junior high schools plays a key role
in the present educational system. Since
elementary school children are forced to
study hard, without having a concrete
goal or target in the future, they lose in-
terest in learning before long and when
it comes time to enter universities, they
become extremely tired and no longer
continue to study.

In America, university students or
postgraduates study very hard because
they have a concrete object or aim in
mind. The problem with the Japanese
educational system lies not only in the
examination structure but aiso in the
time when decisions must be rmade,
which is too early. [t will be necessary
in the near future to make provision for
another try at learning after graduation.

(SHOJ! DOMAE, Kasugai)

The education system of Japan con-
sists of six years of elementary school,
three years of junior high school, three
years of senior' high school and four
years of university. This system was
set up under the direction of the U. S.
QOccupation Forces after World War i,

My first son was born in 1948 and
the second one in 1951. Their children
are going to school now. Though | do not
live with my grandchildren, | think | can
delineate how the Japanese education
system has changed since the end of the
war, especially in regard to the exami-
nation fevar in Tokyo, by comparing the
cases of those two generations.

When my sons wera schoolboys,
Japan was not so afflueni as today.
Though we led a more frugal life, we
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could enjoy a closer relationship with
nature even in Tokyo. They could play
outdoors until it got dark. 1| believe they
were able to enjoy a happier childhood
than their children. 1 do not deny that
the entrance examination for senior high
school was not easy. Tokyo was divided
into regions, each of which had about
eight or nine metropolitan senior high
schools of various ranks. Students could
choose any school within the region, de-
pending on the results of their achieve-
ment tests given at the school. When
their choice was appropriate, the exam-
ination was not so difficuit.

Even then, examination fever was
criticized. To reduce the competition,
the Tokyo Board of Education divided
Tokyo into smaller regions, each of
which had onfy a few high schools, to
make the schools equal. Contrary to
their expectation, people turned away
from metropolitan high schools, - though
there were quite a few of them, some of
which were prestigious.

Instead of metropolitan  high
schools, which had lost their attraction,
parents began sending their children to
national or private schools, which were
quite limited in number, as early as pos-
sible. As a result, the examination fever
escalated more and more. The Board of
Education came to realize the adverse
effect of their policy, contrary to their
expectation, and quite recently made at-
tempts to remedy the situation, but it
was too late.

My granddaughter began attending a
supplementary school a few years ago.
She is now in the sixth grade and goes 1o
that school four evenings a week, taking
a lunch. Concerned about her health and
stress, | advised her parents against it,
but their answer was just that she was
willing to go. In urban districts, the
number of children has remarkahbly de-
creased. She has few schoolmates 1o
play with. | pity her in that situation
and just pray for her healthy growth.
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The strength of the Japanese edu-
cation system rests on its raising the
educational level of the general public.
We used to have a great gap between ur-
ban and rural residents, between the rich
and the poor. As Japan has grown richer,
eaducational facilities have become very
good all over the country. Compared with
us old people,even children have amazing
knowledge. 1 recall a parable in Luke 24.
Most of us do noi have many. ialents, but
there is strength in numbers. If each of
us tries to make much use of the one tal-
snt given us, we can have great power.

Japan has changed so drastically
that we fear we niave not found an appro-
niiate way to fcce the new znvironmeni.
in the field of =ducation tos, we have a
serious problem 10 grapple with. Surveys
qidicate that in imost Western countries,
ciildren in need or in trouizle first go to
their mothers for help or =zdvice, whilg
in Japan, childrzn tend to rely on their
friends in such: cases. How disappointe
we ware to hes: that! We zhould not b~
offended hut trv to restore ;aore friendiy
relationships v:':n them, shouldn't we?
What word of visdom can wa give them
i their nged? ‘What exam:!a to follow
caft we show the ¢ Though the steps we
take may be sirll, we shouid work hard
ior the betterr.. it of others as long as
we live. We si:uld hope for and try to
¢ 1sure a better and brighter future for
voung people, though we have many
sroblems to be colved. :

(MICHIKO KAY AMURA, Mecuro, Tokyo)

The Japancse school sysitem of 6-
Z-3-4 was pattened after the American
cii2 after the S«-o-nd World YWar. | don't
ik that this =vstem itself i bad. How-
¢ver, the existing zystem is imnaired by
‘2ntrance examins . is.
study only subjer. - that are needed for
gntranca exams. 5 2 result, Jizznese
Cistory is naglecd ¢ ad has becoica an

“onal subject. i - vents don't have
Toogtedy the Distedy o ey own couniny

Studenis tand to
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| think this is one of the worst as-
pects of the present school education
system. Without the study of Japanese
history, how can Japanese students know
about their own ancestors? They don't
know where their ancestors came from,
what kind of people tHey were, what
they did to make their living, what kind
of culture they had, how they estab-
lished their state, how they influenced
other couniries or how they were influ-
enced by them, their place in present
world history and so on. If they don't
know their ancestors, they don't know
themselves, They have no identity. They
are like robodies or fioating leaves that
have no rcots. © .

A poll of the fezlings of Japanese
toward ioreans and of Koreans toward
Japanese was conducied several months
ago whicli made clear that theie was a
great gr o beiween tiese two countries.
Young K¢-aans who have studied the his-
torical .zlationship bestween Koiea and
Japan have negative teelings toweard Jap«
anese, v ile their Japanese couninrparis
have positive ones toward Koreans.Young
Japanese have no knowledge about how
the Japzrzse government treated Kore~
ans unccr its control and the heavy bur-
dens it iriposed on them. On (e other
hand, ycung Koreans have learned this in

-school and have heard about it frcis: their

families. People on- the two sides have a
totally clifisrent perception of the past

© that was ¢common to them. This discrep-

ancy prevznts them from understanding
gach otha, accepting- sach otheir and
ouilding up a good relationship.

We must not forget failures we
rnade in tha past or eise we will repeat
wiem in the future. | agree ohe hundred
nearcent with the statemsnt former Ger-
man President Weizsacker made in his
wld-famous sngech delivared in the
Gz man Parlianicwt on the <0th anniver-
s:v of tha ens «F World W: - I,

| think “ii-sa who dor't know the
pasid concentraie on the presznt and can-
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not create a good future. So education
without the study of history is deficient
and dangerous. [ maintain that every
young person should study the history of
his or her own country. Japanese history
should be a mandatory subject in the
curriculum of every school in Japan.
(NAOMI KONDQ, Handa)

A series of suicides by middle
school students points up the failure of
education in Japan since the end of
World War Il. It is high time for Japa-
nese education to be reformed in every
aspect, including the 6-3-3 school sys-
tem. It is a great wonder the current
system has survived so many social
changes throughout half a century.

The present universal education
system is full of problems which require
solutions. The rote learning of scraps of
information which is prevalent among
students for the entrance examinations
for college kills the thinking power of
the next generation which education
should foster.  Social acceptance by
classmates is an obsession with stu-
dents who are not so interested in stud-~
ying. These are mere tips of icebergs.
The problems are caused, to a large ex-
tent, by the education system itself.

The 6-3-3 school system is en-
tered at the age of six and continues for
a dozen years. So far, so good. 1 under-
stand the initial system which began in
the early Meiji era, in the 1870s, was 4-
4-4 instead of 6-3-3. | prefer 4-4-4 be-
cause 4-4-4, standing for elementary,

secondary and high levels respectively,

is. more suitable for the growth of young
students in my view. After four years of
schoaling from the age of six, students
reach the age of ten when the most basic
qualities of each individual are general-
ly established and they are prepared for
the next stage of education. Only this
first elamentary stage sinould be com-
nuisory. In the Towr vears of th2 next,
sgcondary stage, students should be aole
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to take courses they choose. They are
expected to become competent in basic
literacy and mathematics. Then comes
the next stage of high school which
should include a wvariety of specialty
courses society needs.- This should be
the last stage for most ‘students. Only
those students gifted in some, specialty
should advance to more advanced stages
such as college or university.

(SHO SUGIMOTO, Suginami, Tokyo)

Basically, | am thankful for today's
Japanese educational system by which
everyone can get compulsory education
without having to be concerned about the
expense. Owing to that system, everyone
can read, write and make calculations,
so-called yomi, kaki, soroban. And any-
one who wants to study more can take an
entrance examination to enter a high
school and a university. Al students
have an equal chance to do so. But Japa-
nese society places an excessive value
an acaderic background. Parents force
their children to study 100 hard o pass
difficult entrance exams. Accordingly.
children are pushed to get more know-
ledge to pass the “exams regardless of
their ability.

But the original meaning of educa-
tion is to "pull out" their ability, so |
really hope that they have more chances
to think more deeply about something
through discussing, debating and observ-
ing, at least on the level of compulsory
education. | feel like children at school
are only taught many things and study
little. (MICHIKO MNIWA, Showa, Nagoya)

dededeedodede ek Sk kbbb bddok ol k

Aoril 9 Msssaae (Subiect #303)

In Jepan, a new school year has
begun. These days in the morning, we
may see groups of young children walk-
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ing together to school The elementary
school children all have a bag strapped
to their backs in which are items needed
in school. In Japanese, these bags are
called randoseruand, in recent vears, a
number of varieties have become availa-
ble. Minor differences in size, shape,
color, material and brand names may be
noticed by keen observers. Throughout
my school days and those of my children,
such convenient school bags whether
strapped to backs, hung from shoulders
or carried in hands, were never used.
The word rancloseru comes from a Dutch
word meaning “"back bag". The English
word for this hag is "knapsack", which
begins with a / and is derivad from Ger-
man. Mountaii climbers rzy call their
hack bags "rucksacks”. You may have
come thoughts or memories re!at!ng D
knapsacks.

Firdenkkkhdkkkkhihhhkhkkki

| remem’-:r when | erizared elemen-
tary school | hr:i a very fine black leatr:-
&r randoseru “which was given to me oy
iny grandfathe:, but it was not largs
anough for all v books so ! did not wis
it for a very lo:f time. If | had it now, !
would use it because a back bag is ve: s
convenient whs .- 1 am using both hands. !
zlso had a ruc’ ek which | vsed for pic-
nics, orensoku 1+ Japanese,

lecently, ¥napsacks are being used

»ot only by your; children but increasing-

~ by older pec-2 also. Thmy are very
pracucal and szv: when we reed to use

both hands. 1 ‘2ach junior :igh schoo!
chifdren. They . :ve knapsacks also and
Adda their bicycis easily.

"Where is .oy randoseiu gone?" |
ryay sing a sony to the same milody as

“Where have all the flowers gona?" My

black randosery iz « 2, but the namory
r-emair“s 'n my rd o coaver.
ICEIKO 34077, Minam, i sjoya)
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As Dr. Offner noted, a new knap-
sack (randoseru) is a characteristic sign
of springtime, along with pretty cherry
blossoms. | consulted a dictionary for
the first time to learn the origin of the
word randoseru and found that it comes
from a Dutch word ransel. Making a pas-
sing reference to the English word "knap-
sack", this word also comes from 2 com-
bination of two Dutch words, knappen
(eat) and zak (sack), though | do not un-
derstand why the word is connected with
eating.

As a man gets on in years, he may
have vivid memories of his past life. As
| mentioned before, | remember quite
clearly the time when | entered an ele-
mentary school in Tokyo. One thing | re-
member most vividiy is the weight of
the knapsack | carried on my back for the
first tinwe. Usually, Japanese boys and
girls usz one and the same krapsack
through all six years of their elementary
school clays. Therevore, when thay are
first gre lers, the weight of the knapsack
feels heavy on their shoulders. On the
contrary, when they become sixth grad-
ers, the knapsack locks very small com-
pared to their largeir bodies, something
like a cicada clinging 10 a tree. Pupils
carry several kinds of textbooks, note-
books and other staiionery items corres-
ponding to their class schedule for that
day. As the textboolks and other items
are used zlso at their nomes, they cannot
leave them behind at school. | have often
heard, and Dr. Offner also menticned in
his message, that in America pupi’s do
not use knzpsacks as in Japan. | wonder
how they manage to stucy both at school
and home without cariying them.

Knansacks on the backs of school
children z= very colorful, Generziiy,
hoys carry piunk ones zind girls red onas,
bt their size 2nd shape arz almost tne
grme. As is oiean noted, Jemanese hate
to e differsrc from others. Therefors,
knzosack uniforivity as menti~ned above
nas aw excepticns.  IU Is parents' or
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grandparents’ great pleasure to buy a
new knapsack for their children or grand-
children and to see them going to school.
Our granddaughter will enter an elemen-
tary school next year. Perhaps we will
buy a knapsack and present it to her as a
congratulatory gift.

These days, many young people car-
ry a bag like a rucksack (which comes
from German) on their backs. In former
days, a rucksack was used only for an
excursion or mountain climbing. There-
fore, at first, | thought they looked very
childish. They reminded me of school
children's knapsacks. But when | thought
about the fashion more deeply, | realized
it was very reasonable. It is very safe
because one can always use both hands
for any purpose. | think we, the aged,
should follow the fashion on our own ini-
tiative. Young people carrying the bag,
however, should be careful in public
conveyances to avoid causing trouble to
others because of the bag.

(MIIKIHIKO  YOSHIMOTO, Gifu)

When { was a boy, | lived in a re-
mote country area in Kyoto Prefecture.
Then, all pupils wore kimonos and straw
sandals. We never saw knapsacks in
those days. We packed school goods in a
cloth wrapper and went to school. Fe-
male teachers wore kimonos, long, violet
Japanese skirts, tabi (Japanese-style
socks) and wooden clogs. They also car-
ried items in a cloth wrapper. After en-
tering the old-system middle school, we
used bags that hung from our shoulders.

About twenty years ago, | went to
the United States and noticed many col-
lege students were riding bicycles with
knapsacks on their backs. It looked very
convenient. Now, knapsacks are very
popular in Japan, especially among young
girls. Even some old ladies are carrying
stnall knapsacks on tneir backs,

I used to carry a knapsack whan |
went sketching, but sinca it became (00
heavy, | began pulling a small cart with
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a painting bag on it. It is very conven-
ient, but whenever | have to go up and
down long subway stairs or walk on an
unpaved, bumpy road, it becomes very
troublesome.

(TSUYOSHI HAMADA, Minami, Nagoya)

In my childhood, randoseru were
used only by elementary school pupils.
Soon after we entered middie school (the
present junior and senior high school),
they were discarded and we changed to
bags carried by hand. As randoseru were
used only by children, they look and
sound very childish to us.

Rucksacks also were used only-by
elementary schoolchildren when they
went on excursions.  Students of any
schools above middle school never used
them for their excursions. If they used
them, they would feel ashamed of their
childishness. As related in ‘the "Daily
Word" message, a number of varieties of
them have become available nowadays.
Many adults as well as children use
them, even on the street. As the sight
stimulates a very childish impression in
my mind, | myself hesitate to use them.

This reminds me of the famous
statement macle by General Douglas Mac-
Arthur, who was generous, strict and.
frank in expressing his thoughis. Soon
after he landed in Japan in 1945, he gave
his first impression of Japan in the
words, "Japan is a twelve-year-old." The
country of Japan must have impressed
him as being very childish.

What would be his new impression
if he came to Japan on behalf of Mr. Ciin-
ton on April 16,19967 | am afraid, look-
ing at the sight of today's Japan filled
with people with rucksacks on their
backs, he would murmur, "Japan looks
younger than before."

(HARUJI FUKUMI, Minami, Nagoya)

YWhen { was a child (about 70 vyears
ago) we used to call tne knapsacks that
soldiers put on their backs haind. | don't
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know what things they carried in them,
but they were moss-green in color and
made of thick cotton. | do not remember
when and where | saw them. Before the
Second World War, | remember seeing
soldiers in Tokyo, each with a large,
neavy knapsack on his back. 1 don't know
what was in them.

After the war, knapsacks becams
nopular all over lapan and now men and
women of all ages are wearing them on
their backs. Thay seem to be fashionable
throughout this small island nation. |
yas embamrasssd the day hefore yester-
day when two young friends of mine pre-
sented me a brown, leather sandoseru. |
thanked them wery much for their kind-
‘ass, but | hesivate to usz it because |
am 100 old to sut it on my bzek when | ¢o
=hopping. What shall | do?

(TAM/.O MORIMCTO, Tsuyama)

In April, w= see sme!l elementary
school childres with  brand-new  knap-~
’f‘"s called r zoseru, strawoed to their
nacks. | !oarner.. from Dr. Off .ar that this

Japanese word «ame from @ Dutch woid
meaning "back @ .g". | suppose the Ger-
man word "ruch:uck", meanii:; "back bag”
zcame ryukkitakku in .JA,.._zanese, I[ke

any other Geinan words, such as Seil,
cisken, Spur, . +ring Japangse in moun-
“2in climbing ¢ - ! skiing ter;. inology.
The Geriv..a1 word for .andoseru is
fanzen. Both ¢ :hese Germe 1 and Japa-
=3¢ school bsy: are strapped to backs
-ut their shapes sre differeni. Japanese
;a5 are longer witile Germza ones are
vider and have @ handle at e top. So
2 German ones can be cairi:d in their
=nds later wher children baouime older.
Japanese ranccs oy are ustu only by
zlementary schi: . children foi st years.
n the other han ., renzen are carriad by
Cerman children 'i...’:::- “~thout their school

waarg, ) othinke GIooonl are migs e poacii-
al than the Jap":z-:.-f:' 11 this t‘:sr.
Fecarding vand’ vy, | dave  a

rasant memory.

ST twenly years
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-—ago, when my first son entered primary

school, every child had the same kind of
randoseru: boys had black ones and girls
red ones. Shortly before the school term
began, | read an interesting story in the
newspaper. A.bag maker living in Bisai
City made some randoseru of nylon cioth.
The principal of a nearby primary school
liked them because they were not so
heavy to carry and cost half as much as
regular ones.  He suggested that his new
pupils use them. The children were happy
with their navy blue, light schoolbags.

| celled the principal and asked
him the phone number of the bagmaker. |
ordered a2 nylon bag for my son. The bag-
maker wzs concerned that my son would
feel emb:irassed beczuse his nylen bag
did not look so fine as the normal lzath-
er bags. He warned me that, in the worst
case, my son would become the targat of
bullying. That did not concern me at 2l
and | tho:ght it would not matter 0 my
son eithei. What concernad me wea: that
a heavy . zther schoo! hag might 1 ovent
my slow-:noving son frmm acting ewiftly
to elude & car on-ihc way to and from
school.

Schnol began and rmy son want to

school with a groun of neighberhood
children. His blue nyion bag was con-
spicuous. | did not haar anything zbout

bullying cue to his school bag at tnat
time. He naver came wme crying. How-
ever, | haard later rrom one of his
friends that he was teasad by’ older chil-
dren many times.

When he went %o junior high
school, | zsked him whsther or nci e
ilked his nyirn school bag. He answeiad
that he hkco it. He told ine that he avan
became pogular thanks 1o it. One daj, 3N
oidd woman, roticing his ie nylon big,
askad him if 1= was geing on an outing.
She took his blue school bag Tor a knap-
anci usad on u.:"‘ings heczis> the cclor
¥ such rucisacks for boys waore usuaily
bire.  Since then, he was cail~d ensoku
bova, weaning “hik..3 boy".
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When my second son entered
school, | ordered a similar school bag for
him. He was instantly recognized as the
brother of the "hiking boy".

(NAOMI KONDO, Handa)

"Jumping and dancing for joy/with their
brand-new knapsacks on their backs/
Dazzling are the fresh first-graders.”

Joyful looks of vyoung boys and
girls around the country tell us that the
fresh first-graders are all very hopeful
about their future. Indeed, brand-new
knapsacks on their backs symbolize daz-
zling hopes of the fresh first-graders
and their parents. The knapsacks con-
tain textbooks and notebooks with which
the pupils will siudy and learn many
things. They are supposed to carry them
to and from school every day.

Elementary school pupils through-
out the country carry their knapsacks to
and from school. Why do they do so? |
do not know when such a practice got
started, but people take it for granted
tnat the young pupils in  elementary
school carry their knapsacks on their
backs to and from school. | would like to
challenge this long-standing practice.

Let the pupils open their knapsacks
to show you what is contained in them
and you will find their textbooks, note-
books and some stationery. In class,
teacher and pupil alike regard the text-
books as the most important teaching/
fearning material. Teachers try to para-
phrase what is written in textbooks
while pupils try hard to remamber what
is taught. The traditional way of study-
ing in class may be said to bes passive
and inert. Therandoseru symbolizes this
inart way of learning. Is it not high time
to reform the long-standing, bookish way
of studying in class? To meet the chal-
lenge of the times better, it sesems we
snould dive un the randoseru first and
ciavise some alternatives, though it may
sound somewhat drastic.

(SHOJT SUGIMOTO, Suginami, Tokyoe)
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An article in the Sunday issue—of
Chunichi Shinbun, reflecting on Expo 70
held in Osaka in 1970, noted that no one
carried a "day bag" there, but at a school
festival in 1976, quite a few students
carried bags on their backs. Presumabily,
having a "day bag" became fashionable
about that time. Nowadays, "day bags"
and knapsacks are very popular, not only
among young people but also among older
people. We feel free when we can use
both of our hands easily. '

in April, when | visited Kamakura,
a nice-looking knapsack in a shop in
front of Kamakura Shrine caught my eye
and, without stopping to think, | bought
it. | have had no chance to use it yet, but
I would like to take it with me on my
next trip.

(MIDORI KODAMA, Midori, Nagoya)

EE Y E e r ek e o e b ek

Anrit 15 Messaae (Subject #304)

Today's theme is refated to a man
who was born 129 years ago today, on

April 16, 1867, in the American state of

Indiana, the son of a clergyman. His name
was Wilbur Wright. He and his younger
brother, Orville, were aviation pioneers.
On December 17, 1203, they made the
first successful flight of a motor-pow-
ered airplane. On that day, Wilbur flew
the biplane for about 260 meters in 59
seconds. The theme for today is: Air-
planes. What do you think of airplanes?
Have you made trips by air, either do-
mestically or overseas? If you have nof,
would you like to do so?if you have,what
impressions do you have of airplanes and
what memories do you have of experienc-
es whila traveling in them? How have
airplanes changed the world and human
history, for better or for worse?

Redodemde Rodedehedebeedefe A e e el de et
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— | have made many trips by airplane.
[ cannot count how many--perhaps over a
hundred. It is very convenient to go any-
where. It takes many days to go to a
roreign country by ship. Recently, we
may take a non-stop flight to Europe,
which makes the time still shorter.
In our country, | take an airplane if
{ go to Kylshi, Shikoku, Hokkaidd or To-
hoku. | can see the countrysice with my
own eyes enroute to my destination if |
-go by train, but it takes many hours. We
can learn about and become familiar
with foreign countries easier than in the
old days. Regarding whether airplanes
1ave changed thiﬂgs for bettfar or worse,
i think the result is about hzif and half.
| have hzard the say! q, Sonna ni
isoide doko e iku in Japanesc. H means:
“Where are you going in such a hurry?"
Not only Japan, but the wicle world is

shanging at a .izzying spced and air-
‘nnes play a £:+¢ in the pri zent circum-
-rances. ! ho: . they will piay a better
.ather than a v ise part.

(MICHI. . SANO, Mir~mi, Nagoya)

When | heard the themz, Airplanes,
the first thing that came 0 my mind
was tha receni ragic death of a seven-
vear-old girl. &he died with her father
and instructor iust after her small air-

fane took off i a heavy rain. She was
on her way to the east ccast from the
west coast of <! : United Staizs in an at-
tempt to make » new record & the young-
"5t pilot to fly «~ross the ccitinent.

| was sur:-ised to  hu-r that the
covernor of Czlvomia sent & message,
zypressing his agmiration for her at-

: - it reflected tne spirit
of the United & wes. Is it really so?
The girl's death vzs not causzd by the
-»:pirit of adventit = but by her parents'

“3npt noting in

i (0 be o 1..'.‘13{?{2[){ | supsort the
;;':" w5 Book c. ". 2o Records’  deci-
21 10 Omit recT 5 oF gangerous o stiv-
iies g3 noted it g "Daily Word" ries-

‘20z of March T5.

Lo
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As a father of twelve- and four-
teen-year-old daughters, 1 cannot ima-
gine allowing them to do such a thing. |
prefer to watch them play flight simula-
tion on a computer screen. | can't be-
lieve there is no age limit to be a pilot
in the United States. In Japan, you can't
even drive a car until you are eighteen.

(TOSHIAKI MIYAKE, Yokohama)

The Aviation and Universe Musesum
was recently opened in Kagamihara City,
Gifu Prefecture, near the office of our
corporation. That city's airport and avi-
ation industry both have long histories.
Many famous fighter olanes were de-
signed anc produced thare during the war
and since ine war, a base of the Seir-De-
fence Force has been iocated thers. At
the museuin, we can study the history of
airplanes und the theory of spaczships
and rockets. Observing many kinds of air
planes ai “he museurn, | was fillec with
nostalgia, recalling my bovhood in pre-
war days, when we yearned to fiy and
airplanes stimulated 2 militant spirit
wihin us. To make mcdel planes (micst of
them powzred by an elastic corg) was
the most nopular enjcyment of us boys
at that tir:e.

Air raids by American boribers
provided us with unpleasant encounters
with airplanes (most of which were B-
29s) duriisp the war. Tvery time & air
raid alarm sounded, wa had to take shel-
ter underg-ound.  Some of my naughty
friends igiored the aimrm, gazed upon
the imposing forms of the B-29s and
were severely scolded by a teacher. In a
music class, we were rzined to tell the
¢ifference between the sounds mads by
aach plane.

My first encounter wiih an airplane
43 @ passenger was around 1955. Thm |
fiaw from Nagoya to Hiroshinma on some
et business. The was vary

ih-.ﬁ.-‘

P" [ ]
emait {maybe it was a DC-3 vpe). At
thot *ine, it was o2l unusual o use an
aivlans for domesic traval. iy col-
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leagues talked much about it and gave
me the assignment of investigating the
toilet facilities—whether the excrement
was promptly dropped or kept inside un-
til landing. It was quite a funny story. |
made use of the toilet even though | had
no need to do so and reported to them af-
ter my return.

These days, | make it a rule to
travel abroad at least once a year, so |
have many opportunities to use air-
planes. Therefore, | have many splendid
memories of landscapes viewed from
airplanes: Mt. McKinley covered with
snow in Alaska where we stopped to re-
fuel; the Alps on my way from ltaly to

France; the boundless expanse of the

Gobi Desert, including scattered dry
lakes with rock salt, and so on.
| have had a variety of interesting
experiences when traveling by air in for-
eign countries, especially in less-devel-
oped countries. Some years ago, | flew
from Hsian to Beijing in China. We were
kept waiting for the airplane's departure
at Hsian Airport. Passengers kept quiet
during the first one or two hours be-
cause we had become accustomed o the
slovenly service of the domestic fines.
After three hours' dslay, however, pas-
sengers began to complain and to negoti-
ate with the company. The company de-
clared, at last, that their plane could not
fly and a military plane would be substi-
tuted. By virtue of the alternative, the
flying time was much shorter and we
were able to enter and exit through the
airport gates without following the nor-
mal procedures. Even now, | am still
skeptical about the decision, imagining
that it may be a regular pari-time job
for the military.
(MECHIKO  YOSHIMOTO, Gifu)

_ | traveled to Indonesia by plane for

the Tirst time in the summier of 1973, it
was on business. We left Narita in the
morning and arrived at Jakaria in ine
avening, stopping at Hongkong 2n route.
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During my flight, | had two strong im-
pressions. One was how strong the lift-
ing power of the plane was when taking
off from the runway. It was as if the
plane was pulling me up into the sky
with limitless power. Another one was
how the plane shook, even in the sky. The
plane happened to encounter a violent
current of air when flying over Hongkong.
[t felt as if we were riding in a bus on a
rocky road. _

it is certain that the modern devel
opment of airplanes has made the world
smaller, travel more convenient and en-
hanced friendship between countries.
However, airplane accidents never cease.
I am going to Korea and Taiwan this com
ing September. [t is true that when |
think of flying to these two countries, |
am concerned about the dangers involved
prior t0 the enjoyment of the travels.
Travelling by plane will never really be
comfortable until plane accidents com-
pletely cease.

(HARUJI FUIKUMI, Minami, Nagoya)

[}

Wilbur and Orville Wright succeed-
ed in making a power-driven flight in
1903 for the first time in history. On
the very first flight, Orville was above
the ground for just 12 seconds. This
short flight and others made that day by
these American brothers were the begin-
ning of today's technologically advanced

aviation industry.

Owing to this epochal invention,
we enjoy a convenient and efficient life
in this modern age. 1, myself, was able
to travel to Europe in my university days,
but | haven't taken an airplane for the
past ten years. Consequently, on hearing
this theme, | was reminded of my travel
in Europe in my youth. | visited many me-
diaval towns surrounded by walls with a
river running througn them. The red-
roofed houses there were spectacular. |
saw many Ting paintings, met various
neonta aind, of course, imoroved my Eng-
hsh conversation ability. For just a
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68,000 yen ticket, | was able to have
this experience. Qur pioneers struggled,
failed and succeeded on behalf of their
descendants. | am grateful to great in-
ventors for their efforts, known and un-

known
(TOSHIYUKI KOTERAZAWA, Kasugai)
Airplanes are one of the most con-
venient conveyances in the worid. My
nusband and | raade a trip by air from
. Osaka to Hirosaki in Aomori Prefecturs
more than 15 vaars ago. Just before the
airplane left the ground, | prayed that
God would let us arrive safely at Hiro-
saki. The airlane we boarded was a
two-propeller lane. The propellers ©n
e left and rght propelled the plan:.
The plane was a YS11 aind it was the
smallest kind ¥ plane at that time, car-
rying about 27 passengers. The noise
was so great that my hushetd and | couid
scarcely carrv on a conversation.  As |
expected, lunch was served to each pe:-
senger and a’. sward we were 1o
that a few ¢ ..les in the mouth woud
keep us fromi getting airsick and thnt
was right. Since then, | have never taken

a trip by air uniil today.

| wish | could meet Richard and
Katherine Porter who live i» the state of
Utah in the Unit=d States. W2 have becy
corresponding 7or 62 years, since 1934,
Both of us have dreamed ci rezlizing owr
hope of meetir.. each other. If such n
opportunity we s given to vz, | would Tiy
o Utah in ths first class =-ction of zan
airplane from {=zka or Neriza.  On the
other hand, t::e are oftzn airplana
crashes becauss of turbulent air. Most
of the passeng s die in such a case, &0

it IS necessary i nave insuranca.
(TAMA - MORIMO 3, {suyama)

| know v women who have air-
olanes. One is .o i*=fan, M3, PV Her
nushand was we 7+, 3 GermEn o us at
the German Cul. e Uanter in Ok M.
tZ g a tnrea-mont homeland aca-
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tion every third year--and flew to Ger-
many with his two daughters. Ms. Rilz
never accompanied them but took a ship.
At that time, the Suez Canal was closed
and it took her more than one month to
get to Europe. That did not matter to her
at all. She was so afraid of an airplane
accident in which she imagined nobody
would survive.

All my friends hearing about this
regarded her as selfish and egotistic. |
agreed with them to some extent, but my
opinion was a little different. Before the
German Culture Center was officially
opened, | worked for several months in
the Rilz's private residence. Ms. Rilz
was a gieat cook ai:d prepared vzry good
meals for her family. She alwavs ex-
tended ner warm-h=arted hospitality to
every guest she hed. Despite all this,
she seazmed not e be grown-up. She
sometiines behaves! like a child whose
attitude tends to lack thoughtfulnass for
others. | think her avoiding an airplane
trip cama from her childish fear, not be-
cause £..2 was an ¢ ofist.

Another worcin who haiss  air-
planes is Ms. Michiko imai, a famous al-
pinist zrd medical doctor. 1 doa't know
her perscnally, but | heard her tell why
she was afraid of zirplanes. Hsr reason
was thzt an airplanz in flight wes not in
touch with the earth. Ms. Imai climbed
many high mountains all over the world
and slepi many nighis in a hammock,
hanging 7-om a rock inousands of nmeters
high on 2 cliff. She {alt very comiorta-
ble up tiz 2 because tne air was incredi-
bly fresh and there wuas no noise of big
cities. Mo matter how nigh the mountain
was, she hzd no fear. But she was airaid
oit a plans that had no wnysical centact
with the grcund.

| don't hate airplanes. | think air-
nlanes are s safest means of transpor-
- ton as lons +s they are flying hich i
ie sky. Rui - fzel uneasy whan the air-
plana | am on .woins to ks off and to
lend. (MAOMT XC D0, Handa)



JUNE 30, 1996

I have taken airplanes so many
times that | can't count them. Every time
i get into an airplane, | get nervous, be-
cause | wonder what | will do if there is
an accident.

The best airline | have taken is
Singapore Airlines. To begin with, the
flight attendants are ali lovely and cheer-
ful. On JAL, the difference between at-
tractive flight attendants and unattrac-
tive flight attendants is too great. Sing-
apore Airlines doesn't charge for alco-
holic beverages and provides passengers
with very good meals and many kinds of
juice that we can't find on other air-
lines. 1 have never met anyone who spoke
ill of Singapore Airlines.

In general, the airlines in America
are not 50 good. hose in Asian countries
offer better service to the passengers.

(RIROMI FURUTA, Kita, Nagova)

During the war, | had a chance 10
board a2 small military transport plane
from Menado to Makassar on Celebes Is-
land. it was my first ride in an airplane.
Then [ was a bit nervous because an air-
plane with a Japanese Muslim leader on
beard was shot down just a little before
that in that area.

After the war, | traveled abroad
many times by plane. Through the win-
dow, |1 enjoyed many heautiful scenes,
such as glistening snow-coverad Alps
mountain ranges, colorful patterns of
coral reefs in the Java Sea, shining
golden pagodas in Bangkok, grand and
spectacular Colorado canyons, etc.

Soon 1 am planning to go to Spain
on a sketch tour. But when | think of the
long hours of painful sitting in a narrow
seat, | become melanchalic.

Voyages by ship, on the other hand,
are very pleasant. | have experienced a
total of about a hundred days of such vov-
ages. All day iong, we can freely enjoy
beautiful scenery, magnificent views of
sunrise and sunset, a school of dolphins
swimming along with the ship, a group
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of flying fish and, if lucky, we could see
a whnale spouting water far away. '
I recommend that you try a sea
voyage zlso, someday.
(TSUYOSHI HAMADA, Minami, Nagoya)

Images of an armada of U. S. B-29
bombers high up in the sky are still vivid
in my memory. They made a startling ap~
pearance over the city of Osaka, my
hometown, in the middle of March 1945.
They dropped countless incendiary bombs
there to destroy the community. | can
never forget the horrifying violence done
by that great exhibition of American civ-
ilization and the rage | felt wondering
about the cause of that disaster.

- Fortunately, however, what the
aircraft brought us is not only the des-
truction of towns and people but the
destruction of distance as well, 1o quote
the celebrated historian, "Arnold Toyn-
bee. Today, countless people are enjoying
flights on passenger planes coming and
going from country to country. Accord-
ing to a report, more than 10 million
neople enjoved traveling abroad by plane
in a recent year from Japan alone. It
goes without saying that cargo flights
across the world greatly help us lead an
affluent life.

As for me, | have never been abroad.
But | have had some opportunities of bz-
ing on a plane. 1 made trips by plane go-
ing to and coming from Ky{ishii and Hok-
kaicld on business. | had a very good time
on board, locking down on gorgeous clus-
ters of clouds shining in the glow of the
setting sun.

it is quite deplorable that plane
crashes occur so often desnite the high
sophistication of modern technology.
Sadly enough, there is no button l!eading
to absolute safety. The recent crash of
an American private plane pilotzed by a
very young girl is a case in point. We can
not ignore tha law of gravity after zli

(SHOJt SUGIMCTO, Suginami, Tokvo)
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Traveling by airplane is very excit-
ing and I like it very much. Each trip pro-
vides its own memories. Among them, |
will write of my trip to Australia last
summer.

We, members of a Friendship Mis-
sion to Sydney, took Qantas Airline,
which is said to be one of the safest
airlines in the world. We left Nagovya
Airport at the scheduled time. After a
short flight, about an hour, we ianded
and were toid that,due to engine trouble,
we would have to wait until they could
find out the cause of the trouble. No one
expected it to take long, hut it took two
entire days. We stayed two nights in Na-
rita and Tokyo. They were really an irri-
tating and boring two days. Every 2-3
hours, we were invited to the lobby and
explanations were given raozrding
progress of the repair work.

On the morning of the third day
after leaving Nagoya, we were able to
board the plane again. That day, August
23rd, happened to be my birthday. i toid
.one of the attendants-who then brought

me a big bottle of wine with a big smile .

and said "Happy birthday”. | was offered
a business class seat. Whenever | look
at the photo of me with the big bottie
surrounded by several crew members, |
recall the happy moment.

Due to the delayed arrival, sight-
seeing at Gold Coast and Brisbans was
cancelled but fortunately we were able
to attend the main event which took
place in the city hall in Sydney. On our
return flight to- Nagoya, we again took
Qantas. i was a smooth flight. We four
women were invited to the cockpit. |
can't describe it in detail, but we had 3
great experience there. The view from
the cockpit was quite different Then
from myv seat,

| always enjoy plane trips, but the
one drawback for me is the difficulty in
getting used to the taste of the fooc.

(MIDOR! KODAMA, Midori, Nagoya)

_who ever lived”,

the .
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April 23 Message (Subject #305)

Today is the birthday of a man who
has baen callzd "the greatest playwright
“a creative genius
unique in all literature™ and "a dramatist
of note who lived by writing things. to
auote.” He was born in an English town on
th2 Avon River, callfed Stratford-upon-
Avon and his name is Wiliam Shake-
speare. Actually, his date of birth has
not been documented, but records show
that he was baptized on April 26, 1564
and since it was customary to have the
baptism three days after oirth, April
23rd is the accepted date of his birth. |

am suggesting this man and his writings.

s the subiect an essay. What do you
think of Wiiliam Shakespeare? When did
you first become acquainted with him?
Have you read many of his dramas or po-
ems Can you understand them?
ones impressed vou most deeply? Why
do you think Shakespezrean literature is
so highly regarded? 1 will be happy to
read vour ideas or memories related to
this man.

o EE T ek e e e

i read a2 book of Shakespeare's
dramas, transiated by Shbydé Tsubouchi,
when | was thirteen years old as my fa-
ther had his complete works. | could not
undarstand them 3ll, but | read them, one
by one. The books were all burned during
the Second World War. | remember see-
ing one of them with a half-burned blue
cover in my father's room. | read the
sam= bocks when | was a student. As
nomawork, we nad tc and  write
summaries of them. While reacing tham,
| put them cn the stage in my mind. His
Tiinking ("the play's the thing") includes
ideoiogy, ph,.osohv, outlock on life, etc.
His dramas are difficult to wunderstand

1
f et s
rvc ~

Which :

]
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but enjoyable. He uses many words and
his plots are skillfully devised.

1 have read a book about Shake-
speare by Yoshio Nakano which | received
from a professor of English literature. In
that book, he wroté about Shakespeare's
skillful use of words. For instance,
Shakespeare used three different terms
for a ghost: 1) "this thing", 2) "dreadful
sight”, 3) "this apparition”. | read Ham-
let, Othello, The Merchant of Venice and
King Lezarin English. They are difficult
to understand because many old words
are used, such as "thou", “thy", "art",
"dost" or "meanesi" and the grammar is
different than that used now.

| made a trip to Stratford-on-Avon.
I visitad his houss and Anne Hathaway's
Cottage. 1 was alie to touch his desk and
sit in a chair there. On ancther day, |
visited the George Inn in London. Shake-
speare's dramas ware perforred in front
of this inn. The inn is a res zurant now.
! entered it befora it was opan and asked
to lock around because | had o hurry to
catch my flight hack to Japza. It is an
old wooden building such as we cannot
see in Japan. Tha glass wirdows were
aboui 50 centimeters square. The George
inn fzeed a plazs which was used as a
theater. We must imagine &n old-siyle
theater when we read Shakespeare's dra-
mas. A plaza became a theaigr. There
was nc building, of course. Sesats were
put in a hall on tie second fioor of the
inn*at that time. | cannot rorget the
deep irnpression | had when locing down
at the plaza, like a noblewornzn of old.
If 1 can visit again, 1 would like to spend
a longer time therz. | hope the place
will never change.

(MICHIKO SANO, Minami, Nagoya)

Shakespeare was bom in 1554 in
Stratforc-on-Avon, England. He was the
ranresentativa poet apd playwright in
tha Elizabeth:2n Age, cong of ithe most
prospercus timas in the nation's nistory.
He was successful as an acior and as a
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special playwright for a theater in Lon-
don around 1586. From around 1591, he
published many literary works, including
tragedy, comedy and historical dramas.
His principal works are Hamlet,King Lear,
Othello, Macbeth (the "four great trage-
cdies"). He won the highest praise for his
abundance of terms and his skill in de-
lineating characters. On the other hand,
however, some great writers did not val-
ue his worlss highly. T, S, Eliot conclud-
ed that Hamlet was less than a success
and Tolstoy deprecated King Lear.

The "Shakespeare-Bacon Controver-
sy" is a tentative theory advanced by De-
lia Bacon, an American lady, that Shake~
speare's works were written by Francis
Bacon. Also, there are other views skep-
tical of him and his work, but the very
existence of such theories, | think, is
proof of his greatness.

Shekespeare has exerted a great
influence on Japanese writers. Many
scholars “ave studied and are szl stud-
ying about him and his works. iy wife's
graduatioi: thesis was relate¢ to his
works so she has m:ny books conceming
him. (In soite of thet, she is unskilled in
daily convarsation, wiich, by the way, is
a typical indication «f our poor English
education system.) We studied Shake-
speare's works in English classes in our
middle scheol and hich school days. Of
course, th? text used in those textbooks
was simplified because the original
would have haen too c¢ifficult. Neverthe-
lass, we ware very happy just realizing
that we were reading famous literary
works of Shakespeare. We were content
o know thet famous phrase: "To be or
ot to be, tnat is the question." One day
ws went fo 2 cinema in a oody, led by our
teacher, to vigw an Engiisn film, Hamfet.
Our teacher gave us the et of the ac-
tors' speech hkeforehand Tor our siudy,
ot it was teo difficult for us ang we
coutd hardly understand the sosech. We
felt we somehow gained an insight into
the difficulty of Stakespeare's works.
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I visited England once several
years ago, but the schedule was crowded
and the visit was limited to London and
its environs. England is one of the coun-
tries where | would like to travel exten-
sively from place to place, taking as
much time as | wish. Someday, when |
have a chance to do so, Stratford-on-
Avon will be one of my preferred desti-
nations. When my wife made a tour of
England some years ago with my daugh-
_ter, she visited there and told me of her
pleasure in fuifilling a long-cherished
desire. | can easily imagine her satisfac-
tion, since Shakespeare was the subject
of her study. Recently | make ita rule to
travel abroad once a year, but usually i
join a party on a so-called "package tour™
which is easy but not satisfactory. [t is

my dream to travel abroad in the future

with a liberal expenditure of time and
money.  (MIKIHIKO YOSHIMOTO, Gifu)

Wiliiam Shakespeare was a great
English dramatist. He wrote A Midsum-
mer Night's Drearn, Richard lil, The Mer-
chant of Venice, Hamlet, Macheth, Othel-
lo, etc. As ! noted before, we read Rich-
ard Il in our senior year and a little be-
fore that, | read The Merchant of Venice
in translation. 1 saw Hamlet in a Rus-
sian movis,

i thought that Shakespeare devised
an interesting story, but recent college
news indicated that he imitated an older
story (A Misdummer Night's Dream).

(YASUKQ IZUMI, Seto)

William Shakespeare was intro-
auced to Japan in'l 884 through the trans-
lation of Julivs Caesar by Dr. Shoyo Tsu~-
bouchi, a famous writer and professor of
English literatura. Hs finished a trans-
lation of the complete works of Shake-
speare in 1928. 1 remamoer they were 2
series of more thzn 30 small-sized vol-
wnes with a blue cover. His  translation

s#nncc sg oid-fasnionad znd kabuki-like

st b oy not hecoime Tamiliar with i,

read books with commentaries.
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but | sometimes borrowed some of the
books from the library and enjoyed read-
ing them. | also remember that Shake-
speare's stories were so interesting that
some of them, such as The Merchant of
Venice, Hamlet and King Lear were re-
written for children as fairy tales. Al-
though Japan is not an English-speaking
country, she has been familiar with
Shakespeare for many years.

| entered college in 1941. The col-
lege had a Shakespeare Garden on the
campus with impressive neatly-trimmed
hedges surrounding a lawn and flower
beds filled with savory, hyssop, lavender
and other flowers and herbs related to
the works of Shakespesare. In those days,
it was customary at that college for sen-
ior students to perform a Shakespearean
drama in English as an annual event. |
saw The Merchant of Venice, as a fresh-
man and Hamlet as a sophomore. | was
deeply impressed with the great effort
and wonderful tzlent of the performers.
Unfortunately, during the war as the sii~-
uation got worse and worse, we had to
give up that custom. Now, | remember
how frusirated | was with my poor Eng-
lish compared with my classmates and |
had to study Shakespeare whose English
was 350 vyears old!  Fortunately, our
teacher was very good. Under his appro-
priate guidance, we read Jufius Caesar
and Othello. Of course, we were told to
| was im-
pressed that Shakespeare's English was
much more difficult and unfamiliar than
the English of the King James Version of
the Bible though both were generally of
the same age. Our teacher kindly taught
us how to deepen our understanding and
appreciation to enable us to gain greater
benefit from his great works. We were
sometimes told to memorize some of his
famous phrases. | do not remembar them

wall, but among them were: "it's Greek
to me" "salad days", "groan—eved jealou-
sy”, etc. | am quite regretiul that | have

tost the texinooks and notehooks | used



JUNE 30, 1996

"DAILY WORD" ECHOES 19

in college though it was more than ‘half a — both named Antipholus. He bought anoth-

century ago and our dear teacher passed .

away long ago. | remember learning some
of his sonnets and songs from such plays
as lLove's lLabour's Lost, A Midsummer
Night's Dream and The Merchant of Veni-
ce. We were deeply impressed with the
poem, "To the Memory of My Beloved Mas-
ter, Willlam Shakespeare™ by Ben Jonson.
It is amazing that even we Japa-
nese today can enjoy and be deeply im-
pressed with his works. He lived in Eng-
land almost 400 years ago. He was real-
ly a genius who knew human nature from
the ugliest to the most sublime. His char-
acters express themselves so naturally
that we feal as if they were living very
close to us. We can mset characiers of
ancient Rorne, medieval England and Ren-
aissance lialy, from fairyland and rayth.
| would like to try to read Shake-
speare agsin and deepen my appreciation
so that | might live the rest of iy lite
more meaningfully.  Fortunately, 1 was
able to \visit Stratford-upon-Avon In
1988 and enjoyad sightzozing theiea.
(MICHIED KAWAMURA, Meguro, Tokyo)

Stratford-upon-Avon, an old Eng-
lish town, reminded me of the trip we
made some thirteen years ago. Since our
English tescher was from England and
majored in drama at his college, Malcolm
Duff, our tutor at the time, took us 1o
the birthplace of Shakespunra. We loaoked
around the house and tock some picturas
in front of it. In the evening we went 10
ihe Royal Shakespeare Trneater to s2g a
play entitled The Comecy of Errors, by
William Shzkespeare. As | nad no know-
i=dge of the plot, | couldn't understand
ir.@ story at all. | remembar hearing peo-
ple often laughing throughout the play. |
waindered then why the play evoked such

laughter. | later leamed tne outling of
thig story.
"About thirty years before the

story Jegins Aeceon, a meichani of Syr-
acuse, became e fawner of twin boys,

er set of twins, two Dromios born on the
same day, to serve them. Aegeon and his
wife, Aemelia, were traveling with their
children when they were separated by a
storm at sea. Aegeon managed to save
only one Antipholus and one Dromio. Now
he has come to Ephesus in search of the
lost twins, Antipholus and Dromio. What
he doesn't know is that Antipholus and
Dromio have also come to Ephesus in
search of their long-lost brothers. There
is no end of confusian when Antipholus
is mistaken for Antipholus and Dromio
for Dromio, and even Dromio mistakes
Antipholus for Antipholus, and vice
versa!"

As you might imagine from reading
the above, the story is so complicated
that it is no wonder [ was unable to

mzle it out. After the play was over, we
enjoved a late dinner with the tour group
members. | don't know why, but | remem-
bei that nignht in s;ummer when | hear the

naima "Shakespeare"”
(S8HOJI DOMAE, Kasugai) -

! know the name of William Shake-
speare and how great he was as an Eng-
lish writer. However, | have little know-
ledge about his works. 1 oniy read, in my
younger days, a book entitled Riva Ou
Monogatari, which was maybe a short-
enad form of his tragic drama, King Lear.

in my high school days, we studied
Gulliver's Travels written by Jonathan
Swift as an English textbook. Our English
teacher was Tetsuzou Kawase, who him-
self studied English in England, staying
there for five years. As a teacher, he
was so strict that we could never refax
in the classroom. For example, we would
study hard by ourselves on the previous
nights tecause he would ask each of us
at random to translate sentences, Tnanks
t0 his strict teaching, | was able to at-
tain my present le vs.,l of English abhility.

William Shakespeare is called the
greatest writer in the world. ¥ Profes-
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sor Kawase had used a literary work of

William Shakespeare as an English text-
book, might | have gained a better know-
ledge of English than | now have? it may
be so, but, on the other hand, 1 am afraid
| might have given up learning English
before becoming better.

(HARUJI FUKUMI, Minami, Nagoya)

. In the book, Kokoro no Sanpdémichi,

written by Dr. Offner, he mentioned an
interesting story commemorating the
birthday of William Shakespeare on April
23rd. According to the book, the Author-
ized Version of the English Bible and the
works of Shakespeare are most impor-
tant in the history of English literature.
Shakespeare was born in England. When
ne was 18, he got married to a woeman
named Ann. She was eight years older
than he and they had three children. In
iy thinking, an ordinary, homey atmo-
sphere does not fit his image, so it was
a little surprising 10 me.

The first play | came across was
The Merchant of Venice, which was per-
formed by upper-class studenis at a
school festival. 1 can well remember the
gxcitement on the stage. Since my fa-
ther was a moviegoer, | used to be taken
t0 the theater from my childhood. in
those days, due to my lack of knowledge,
I always wondered why Westerners wore
only black and white. In a real sense, the
nlay, The Merchant of Venice was an eye-
opener to the West for me.

(MIDORlI KODAMA, Midori, Nagoya)

His narme takes me back to my
voung days when it was recommended
that | recite some lines from one of his
jamicus agranas. | remember the recita-
tign satisfiad me and my teacher was
zis0 heppy to hear me recite them. Even
'i’e' half a cemury since then, 1 can

J oracite thase lines: "Tomorrow, and
“natow, and tomorrow, / Creeps in
is oatly pace from c;ay 1o ¢ay, (omis-
40 g eove space) /it is a taie / Told
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by an idiot, full of sound and fury, / Sig-
nifying nothing."”

These lines symbolize the sense of
ars longa vita brevis. The author de-
clares in cool blood that human life is
only ephemeral. | cannot help being filled
with awe when | recite these lines.

it is too well-known to mention
that his works are a wonderful treasure
house of adages and maxims. They are an
invaluable legacy of the history of all
humankind. What | have read are only a
few dramas of the great dramatist.

(SHOJI SUGIMOTO, Suginami, Tokyo)

if my memory is correct, all the
works of Shakespeare were translated
into the Japanese language for the first
time by Sanki Ichikawa of Waseda Uni-
versity. Our English teacher in middle
school had :studied English under Profes-
sor Ichikawa so he often enthusiastical-
ly explained about Shakespeare's works.
He especially liked The Merchant of Ven-
ice. Due to his earnest teaching, | still

rememper the whole story. It is quite
strange.
Incidentally, after that, | had a

prejudice against Jewish people for 2
long time. Due to this story, | thought
all Jewish people were money-makers
like Shylock without a human heart.
(TSUYOSHI HAMADA, Minami, Nagoya)

To write or not to write an essay,
that is the question. Although | cannot
say that | have enough discernment to
appreciate excerpts from Shakespeare's
plays, my interest is stimulated by the
following lines from King Lear: "Nothing
will come of nothing". “Unhappy that |
am, | cannot heave my heart into my
mouth: | love your majesty, According to
my bond; nor more nor less.” "Mend your
speech a litile, Lest it may rar your
fortunes.’

Much Ado About NommJ rapre-
s2nis the L:mversaiu./ of Sha'<°sp33res
appeal. Why is he so famous woridwice?
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I believe his spectacular success made
him famous.

Hamlet is welcomed enthusiasti-
cally by the public and this is yet anoth-
er indication of Shakespeare's populari-
ty. The popularity of Shakespeare with
people throughout the world has clearly
been confirmed. Emphasis must be laid
on the need for translations combining
accuracy with the poetic perception of
the original and for critical interpreta-
tions of the plays with full awareness of
the modern world.

(JAIME 1WAI, Owariasahi)

Sweet memories of Shakespeare's
country- vividly come to mind for my hus-
band and | visited there on a veautiful
day in May just one year agoe.

The pastoral countryside, ancient
towns- and villages along the valley of
the River Avon had tne timeless charm
and tranguillity of a bygone age. There
were piciuresque medieval houges and
cottages surrounded with lovely gardens
where all the colorful flowers were In
full bloom. How comfortable was the
breeze and how iresh the aroma it car-
ried! For a while, | felt as if | were in a
fairyland.

Warwick Castle, one of the most
magnificent fortresses aating from the
13th century, -rose majestically above
the River Avon. It boasted massive walls
and towers, Guy's Tower and Cacsar's
Tower, both over 120 feet high. They
must have een witnesses to the lives of
the powerful and dispossessed, the rich
and poor of generation after generation.

| was drawn to Stratford-Upon-
Avon not shply becauss it was ihe
birchplace of tha greatest poet and play-
wright but for the atmosphere generated
by the influence of the Bard of Avon.

(SADAE HASHIMOTO, Minami, Nagoya)

“1Uhatl a foy it is 1o Tind just thz

Finhtsord fo The right seoasien.”

(emmy gl e @Y
(Frovarns 1002E;

‘obstacle to their marriage.
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Agfi! 30 Message (Subiect #306)

In Shakespeare’s famous drama,
Romeo and Juliet are lovers, but they
belong to two feuding families. In her
famous speech, Juliet says: O Romeo,
Romeo! wherefore are thou Romeo? /

. Deny thy father and refuse thy name. /

'Tis but thy name that is my enemy; /
Thou art thyself, though not a Montague.
/ What's Montague? it is nor hand, nor
foot, / Nor arm, nor face, nor any other
part / Belonging to a man. O, be some
other name! / What's in a name? that
which we call a rose / By any other name
would smell as sweet." In the case of
Romeo and Juliet, a family name was the
These days
also, family names are a source of con-
troversy in society and some government
offices. When people marry, should one
of them be forced to give uo his/her
family name?  Cannot tney both keep
their own surfizmes as individuais evan
after mairiage? But if they do, what
surname is to be given to their children?
Such gquestions are being discussed in
some circles these days. What is your
opinion on ihis matter and what are your
reasons for holding it?

ThhdkdfklmkbdhkoRidk ik

| prefer to keep my own surname
after marriage because half of my old
friends call me "Ishida San" and | answer
"Yes". My earlier name is in my mind un-
til now. It brings back many happy mem-
orizs of my younger days. My earlier sur-
name not cnly evokes happy memories
but is related to my self-consciousness
as a young girl.

Recently we have been granted the
right to choosa our sumames, whether
w2 keep our own or take that of our hus-
gands. | think, however, thati children's
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surnames should be decided by their par-
ents. Is it a good idea that children de-
cide on their surnames themselves when
they become 20 years old? if they can
change them at that time, they have the
responsibility for their own name. it is
important that we take individual respon-
sibility for all things in a democratic
nation.(MICHIKO SANO, Minami, Nagoya)

The Family Registration Act of our
country provides that husband and wife
must assume one and the same family
name. -Formally, both sexes are equal in-
sofar as the family name is concerned,
but actually they are not equal. Reflect-
ing the common practice in prewar days
and the power relationship in present
society, the proportion of marriages
choosing the husband's name is about 98
percent. That is 10 say, women are ac-
tuaily compelled to change their name at
the time of their marriage. In keeping
with women's self-reliance intention,
this practice has come to be felt con-
irary 1o the equality of the sexes provid-
ed in the Constitution and as depriving a
wife of her identity. Today, many women
are active in society and, as a result,
their age at marriage is rather high.
They gain many achievements while they
are still single, but once they get mar-
ried, the achievements are separated
irom them by the change of their name,
which is a great handicap for them. In
addition to this, the marriage of an only
son and an only daughter confronis the
desire of both families to maintain their
respective namas. From this state of af-
fairs, a demand for a "respective name"”
systern hes become stronger and strong-
zr over the years. Recently, it has be-
come onz of the main concerns of the
woman's revement.

I myself am personally very inter-
=rted in Uls problem. My wife was an
ay deumhan, s0 it was her natural de-
3t wnd hat of hor parents to preserve
i e after our marriage. zlso did
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not want to change my name, considering
my 30-year career and my own identity
though | was not an only son. As a result
of our discussion, we came to the follow-
ing conclusion: when we had children, we
would give my wife's surname to one of
them. When my son was born, we let him
assume my wife's maiden surname by
means of his adoption by her parents,
which was the only way we could pre~
serve my wife's family name,

When we got married, my wife was
working for a certain company and want-
ed to continue to use her maiden name
for the above-mentioned reason. | was
in agreement, so she continued to do so
until she retired from that company.

From this personal experience, |
completely agree with the idea of the
"respective name"” system. But the adop-
tion of the system should be entrusted
to the persons concerned. There are still
many people who wish to preserve the
present system. They think that the
same surname system is indispensable
for the unity of family members. Of
course, there is another viewpoint. The
counter-argument points to the actual
state of affairs in other countries. In
Western countrigs, many women contin-
ue to use their maiden names after mar-
Hage or use two names at the same
time. In China ‘and Korea, women- use
their maiden names throughout: their
lives and the children ordinarily assume
their fathers name. Yet, every family
leads a happy life without serious trou-
ble. The judicious policy will be to pre~
pare a wide range of options when the
present system is amended in the future.

(MECIHIKO  YOSHIMOTO, Gifu)

After getting married, Japanese
women, in general, change their family
namas to that of their hushand. There is
an old Japanese saying, fushou fuzui,
which means "wives snould always fol-
low their busbands”. f women are forced
to change their surnames to that of their
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hushands, that is apparently one of the
bad legacies of Japanese customs. It is
simply an indication of inequality be-
tween men and women. If a woman pre-
fers her surname to that of her husband,
she should be able to keep it. If her hus-
band prefers his wife's sumame to his,
he shouid be able to take hers. Such a
concept is in accord with the principle
of sexual equality.

In regard to the idea of keeping
one's own surname as an individual even,
after marriage, | wonder if that is wise..
| think that a family should not be sim-
ply another form of lovers' cohabitation.
If it were permitted, it would be nothing
but an immature family, in which it
would be difficult to raise healithy chil-
dren. (HARUJI FUIKUMI, Minami, Nagoya)

Since | am conservative on this is-
sue, | ¢o not want my wife to use a dif-
ferent name—-her maziden name, but | am
not against the growing tendancy for
women to use their maiden nzmes even
after their marriage. My friend, Takahiko
Yamamoit, lets his wife use her maiden
name although they have been married
for several years. In fact, I'va never
heard his wife say, "My namsz is Mika
Yamamori®. She ahlways says "Milka Toff".
| -consicler it natural for her to use her
maiden name because she is a woman of
mixed blcod. Her father,who is now dead,
was British and her mother is Jaj:anese.

- | know another woman wno uses
her maidan name. She is British and
lives in Bristal, England with her family.
Back in 1982, when my wife and | stud-
ied in Manchester, Margaret, my wife's
hest friend, married a Sudanase scnolar
of social anthropology. Then she accorn-
panied her husband, Mohzmmed, wiho got
a job at Khartoum University. Savaral
years later, however, they got diverced
hscause Mohammed had e affair witi 2
Danish woman.  Margaret was so ce-
vressed that sha didn't want to mairy
again, but she had a daughter, Hyatt.
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Back in England, -Margaret worked hard,
taking care of her daughter and one day
met a very kind gentleman, a Cambridge
graduate, named Ben Toth. Both Margaret
and Ben loved each  other so much that
they wanted to marry. In fact, they did
marry, but decided to keep their own
names. Margaret goes by the name of
Margaret Robins Salih while her husband
is Ben Toth. The daughter is Hyatt Robins
Salih, while the second daughter, the

- child of Margaret and Ben, is Mary Toth.

The first problem, according to Margar-
et, came when she and Ben wanted to en-
rol their first daughter, Hyatt, in a near-
by primary school. The school found it
difficult to recognize Hyatt as the child
of Margaret and Ben. After a bitier con-
frontation with the school, Hyatt was en
rolled, but they seem to be having more
difficulty as Hyatit gets older. '
| do not know exactly what prob- -
lems a couple using different names will
nave, but | can iragine they are compli—
cated when children are involved, so my
conclusion is this: it should be left up to
the couple, but they should be very care~
iul if they decide io use different family
names, paying special attention to thair
plans for a family.
(TOMOYASU KIMURA, Nishi, Nagoya)

About ten years ago, | mads friends
with a Korean woman whose essay was
published in a column of the Asahi Shin-
bun. She wrote about so—called sdshi-
kaimei, -meaning "assumed Japanese
names" the Japanese government forced
Koreans to use during the colonial period

When | visited her, 1 was surprised
to sce her full name along with her hus-
band's name . on the nameplate.
Their surnames were different: hers was
Park and his was Yoon. She told me what
family names weare like in Korea.

in her homeland, Confucianism ex-
erts a powerful influence on people's
thoughts and lives. Korezans feel a great
reverance for their ancestors. So they
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keep their family names at any cost. If
they change their family names, they are
considered to have rejected their origin
and profaned their ancestors. Korean
women keep their maiden name even
after they get married. -When they have
children, all of them, daughters and
sons, adopt their father's name, not their
mother's. Koreans don't get married to
another having the same family name
because that means they marry their
.own relatives and become defiled. They
also don't marry cousins.

Koreans don't adopt another's fami-
ly name which was often the case in Ja-
pan previously. For example, a Japansse
from a good family having no children
zdopted a promising youth, let him bear
itis family name and assigned him as his
heir. A Japanese rich merchant who had
no sons let his top servant marry his
daughter and made him his successar.
Thus Japanese men changed their sur-
names to keep a family's lineage or to
take over a business.

In recent years, thousands of mar-

ried Japanese career women want to
keep their maiden names. | think this is
a very natural movement. By keeping her
own farnily name, a woman can be inde-
nandent of her hushand and his family. |
think it Is also conveniznt for a man to
keep his own family name in any case.
However, it is required by law that a

married couple bear one family name,

not two different ones.

The law on family names should be
changed. However, changing the law will
not go smoothly because it is linked
with various problems, including that of
voseki, meaning “family registration”.
This is a very Japanese official record-
i~g svstem where not an individual per-
=on but @ married couple is regarded as

2 smallest unit of society, | would say

‘s is not ‘ng but an obsolete rerainder
feudal system where keeping a
tiv name was a priority among samu-
i3 while peosle of lower classes were

L foihe
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chained to their birthplace to be exploit-
ed. | am very interested in how this mat-
ter will go. Anyway, | hope every indivi-
dual person will be valued more than a
family unit.

By the way, Koreans also have a
family registration system that is al-
most the same as the Japanese koseki. A
married Korean couple get a new family
register in which their name and address
along with their birthplaces and their
parents’ names are written. When a child
is born, his or her name is written in
their family register. When the children
get married, their names are deleted
from their parents' family document and
they get their own new family register
along with their spouse.

Recently | heard on television that
there were only three countries in the
world that had koseki. They are Korea,
Japan and Taiwan.

(NAOMI KONDO, Handa)

A family is supposed to have its
own family name. When newlyweds start
a new family, it must have its own name.
So far, it has been Japanese custom to
adopt the husband's family name as the
new family's name. People have taken
the custom for granted for a long time.
But recently, wives have challenged the
legitimacy of the social custom, so the
question has arisen.

"Why should | be forced to glve up
my own family name?" asks a wife. "Why
cannot | keep my own surname as an in-
dividual even after marriage?" questions
another. If the husband agrees with her
and lets her keep her own surname, what
surname is to be given to their children?
Another gquestion arises.

Looking through the pros and cons
in a magazine, | think there is a very
long way to go before the time is ripe
for a changs in the long-sianding social
custom. More active argument is a must.

| hear in Korea or China, wife and
nusband hold their own original surname
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respectively, even after their marriage.
Which family name do their children
hold? | do not know. Alsg, | hear in some
other countries, children hold both of
their parents names as their own family
name.

(SHOJI SUGIMOTO, Suginami, Tokyo)

When | think of my childhood be-
fore the war, my eyes fill with tears,
recalling how dearly | was loved by my
family members,
parents, uncles, aunts and cousins on
both parents' sides. In those days, family
ties were very strong in this country.
We cannot deny that they sometimes
. caused many difficulties and esven trag-

edies, but at least we should remember -

that we were disciplined to behave in
such 2 way as to not bring disgrace on
our family name and ancestors.

After the end of the war, our civil
law was amended and a family is defined

as consisting of only a marriedl couple
and their children, a so—callef nuclear
family. As a rezction to the family

bondage, heavy-laden for a long time, we
have enjoyed some sort of freedom, but
in the meantime we lost many of our
precious assets from the past. We still
have days for family gatherings, such as
New Yeai's days and the Bon Festival

days to enjoy reunions, but Japanese are.

not s0 ourspoken as Westerners. | won-
der wheiher we Japanese family mem-
bers really enjoy heartwarming =zssocia-
tion and puil together in days of irials.
Since the and of the war, we have been
affected by the individualistic way of
thinking for a long time. Thess days,
family namzs are a source of controver-
sy. We should realize ihat the issua has
crucial importance for the present well-
ceing of our country dnd, gub'se'quc;‘:ily,
aven our fuitre will be affected greatly
Some say that when bpaople mm/,
both should keep thneir own surpames as
indiviquals even after marriz; . | cannot
agree with that cpinion. They should re-

including my grand-

"DAILY WORD" ECHOES 25

member that even their own surnames
were given accidentally by their birth,
not by their choice or by their own ef-
fort. We should humble ourselves and
realize that even marriage is not merely
our free choice, but a sort of destiny in a
broader sense. Certainly, there are some
disadvantages resulting from changing
our surnames after marriage, but how
can we overcome obstacles, difficulties
and trials in life without considering
thém as a sort of destiny? We should
remember we cannct always have our
own way and make an effort to improve
the situation. To overcome difficulties
in life, a strong family tie can be a

. source of energy. Usually, the man has

the responsibility to protect his family
and his wife should serve her husband.
To enjoy a good family life, the spirit of
service and sacrifice is essential. How -
can we keep a strong family tiz without
naving a single surname as a symbol of
unity? Whose surname shiould be choszn
depends on who takes tha ultimate ra-
sponsibility as the family representa-
tive to the outside woild. When a man's -
surname is chosen, he must assume the
ultimate and greatest responsibility
gven in crises. Then he can really be a
man. A woman can really be a wife hy
giving up her surname with sacrificial
iOVt
If both ‘husband and wife insist on
keeping their own surnames as individu-
als even after marriage, our family sys-
tem will easily collapse. Then our soci-
ety will lose is vigor and deteriorate
sooner or later. It is said that the crime
rate for murder and sexually-related
crirnes is very high where individualism
is prevalent. Though there is a current
controversy, we should ot be hasty and
thoughtiless, but try to deepen our think-
ing and seek for wisdom for a beiter fu-
wra. We should rememper that tnis Is-
sue has vital importancz for all of us.
(MICHNELD KAWAMURA, Meguro, Tokyo)
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May 7 Message (Subject #307

A number of islands in East Asia
are the subject of disputes between
neighboring nations, including Japan and
Russia, Japan and Korea, the Philippines
and China and others. The legal status of
the Ryokyd Islands is no longer in dis-
pute but the status of American military
bases located in Okinawa Prefecture has
become a matter of dispute between var-
ious government bodies. The problem is
also viewed differently by the residents
of Okinawa and those living in other pre-
fectures. It was over a hundred years
ago that the Ryoky( Islands were offi-
cially incorporated into Japan, but they
have been generally neglected by the
central govermment. The site of bloody
battles of the Pacific War, military
bases have continued to occupy a large
portion of the land after the end of the
war. What do you think about the Okina-
wa problem? Have you been to Okinawa?
If you have,what were your impressions?
What should be done about the bases
there? Are they still needed? Should
they be closed or moved to other areas?

Skkkkikkkikkhkihhhbidkiiy

When | hear or read the name "Oki-
nawa", | recall with sadness the disas-
trous scene on the island toward the end
of World War ll. There were many Amer-
ican warshins in the bay, smoke from
shells exploding in the sky and a few
Japanese suicidzs planes aiming to crash
htto  American  warships. Many high
school students, both male and female,
were dead, voluntarily or involuntarily,
having been led by the mistaken judg-
mant of Japanese military leaders. !
feal deep haired for those leaders who
misled many innocent peonle on the is-
2,
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These days, the Okinawa problem
has been discussed by persons from vari-
ous fields. This seems to be the direct
result of the brutal actions of some
American soldiers. Such actions would
only be permitted on the battlefields
during wartime. Soldiers might be apt
to commit such deeds during a war, but
now it is peaceful and such actions
should not be permitted today.

The island of Okinawa might be
very important in strategic planning.
Various opinions should be exchanged,
related to this problem. However, the
most important thing is to have a moral
education program for those soldiers
who tend to commit such crimes. Educa-
tion is most important here, also.

(HARUJ! FUKUMI, Minami, Nagoya)

Once | worked for the Ministry of
Home Affairs for a fairly fong time, so |
traveled all over the country on official
business. But | never got to Okinawa be-
cause, at that time, the region was not
yet restored to our country. Therefore,
it had been my long-cherished desire to
visit there until five years ago, when I
had a chance for the first time to realize
that desire.

| was fascinated with the bound-
less expanse of the deep-blue ocean, the
dazzlingly beautiful sight of Shurijd
Castle and the unsophisticated, kind
attitude of the residents. But once |
stepped into the remains of hard-fought
battlefields, such as Mabuni-no-oka or
Himeyuri-no-to, 1 felt awestruck, think-
ing of the lamentable victims who were
of my own generation.

Okinawa was the only place where
land-battles occurred in Japan during the
last war. As | have often mentioned in
this periodical, | witnessed the terrible
sight in Hiroshima, but the disastrous
scene in Okinawa was of quite a differ-
ent nature. The number of Japansse war
dead was mors than 240,000 (military:
150,000; civilians: 990,000), and over
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12,000 Americans (all military). Tears
streamed ceaselessly down my cheeks
when | heard the story of the Himeyuri
Unit, organized by schoolgirls who took
part in real combat operations, most of
whom died, but never surrendered.

Lieutenant-General Ota, a com-~
mander of the defense forces determined
10 experience an honorable death and
sent a farewell telegram to the Vice-
Minister of the Navy Department, in
which he wrote: "After the enemy began
an invasion of Qkinawa Island, we, the
army and navy, have concentrated on de-
fensive action and have been able 1o
show little regard for the inhabitants.
The prefectural citizens fought bravely.
I hope the government will give them
thoughtful censideration in the future.”
After he finished his remaining busi-
ness, he stabbed himself with a sword.

At the outset, | menticnhad that |
was fascinated with the beauty of Oki-
nawa, but at the same time, | was pained
by the actual circumstances of the mili-
tary bases. Mr. Ota, the governor of Oki-
nawa Prefecture, is a survivor of the
"Blood~and-lron Royalists”, a unit organ-
ized by normal school students. He is a
pacifist by nature and presents his. view
in a way that carries conviction.

In 1879, the Meiji government de-
manded that the Rylky( government sur-
render Shurijd Castle and incorporated
the RyGkv( Islands into Japan as a pre-
fecture, called "RylOky(-shobu" (dispos-
al). Sixty-six years later, our govern-
ment deseited the area like a lizard that
cut off 1ts own tail. What we should do
at present is to understand the thinking
of the people of Okinawa and to show our
good faith. We must carry out the dying
wish of Lietuenant-General Ota, who sin-
cerely desired tranquility for ths area
and the people living thers.

(MIKIHECO  YOSHIMOTO, Gifw)

| have visited Okinawa with my
friends. | visited the placz wheare many

suffered since the end of the war.

"DAILY WORD" ECHOES 27

people died during the war. | feel sad
when | recall that sight. Although | did
nothing to promote the war, still | feel
guilty.

About the Okinawa- bases, they

- were and are needed because | cannot

imagine the kind of development in Japan
during the last fifty years occurring
without the help of America. But |
would say we should be more consider-
ate of the people who live there because
their situation and thinking is different
than ours. There will be a problem about
moving the bases, however.

| remember the words of a taxi
driver. He said the people of Qkinawa
were bewildered after the return of the
islands to Japan and consider the result
half-good and half-bad. He wanted ail
Japanese 10 have a deeper undersianding
of Okinawa. | cannot forget his truthful
wards. (MICHIKQ SANOG, Minami, Magoya)

Governor Masahide Ota laments
that most Japanese, except for Okina-
wans, tend io turn a blind eye to the
serious inconveniences Qkinawans have
Ac-
cording to a newspaper report, Okina-
wans hail an independent panel's rejec-
tion of a government request for "emer-
gency use" of a privately-owned parcel
of land at a U. S. military facility on
which the lease had expirad. While Oki-
nawans appeal for "no bases on Okina-
wa", the government is intensifying its
efforts to gain a stronger hand in lease
matters. More difficulties will confront
us Japanese over the issue of so-called
security of the nation.

First, we have to ask, "What is 'sz-
curity™? It seems a genarally accepted
idea that the U. S. military presence
keaps peace in Japan and the surrounding
areas. But | dare to challenge the accu-
racy of that idea. | remember that some
North Korean defectors to South Korea
gave testimony to the effect that Nortn
Korea's aim in developing missiles was
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-te attack the U. S. forces stationed in
Japan. Doesn't this testimony mean that
the U. S. military presence on Japanese
islands is a threat to peace instead of
providing security? When | recall a fa-
mous maxim that a good offense is the
best defense, 1 cannot help but doubt the
truth of the generally-accepted idea
about the security provided by the U. S.
military. Isn't it a popular fallacy that
the U. S. military will defend Japan in
-case of a military attack? Who is going
to attack Japan? What for? In my view,
it has become only an obsolete way of
solving disputes between any nations to
throw their sword intc the scale, in
view of the recent extreme sophistica-
tion of military technology all over the
world. Friendly relations should be the
key word governing international diplo-
macy. Who dares to attack their dear
friends or benefactors? Here lies the
truth of security.

(SHOJi SUGIMOTO, Suginami, Tokyo)

| have visited Okinawa three times.
I went to the Imperial Palace, the ruined
castle called Nakagusuku, the museum of
World War II, Ishigaki lIsland, Yonagumi
Isiand, Mivako Istand, and so on

Ckinawa has a peculiar atmosphere,
The architecture of the Imperial Palace
was influenced by Chinese architecture.
A dragon is the symbol of the Imperial
Palace, The food in Okinawa is similar
to Chinese food, because Rydky(t (the
former name of Okinawa) was ruled not
only by Japan, but also by China. | tasted
strange food there that | had never had
on the mainland. For example, pickled
pig's ears, fried bitter cucumber with
t6fu, and so on. Most of the food was
more greasy than that on the mainland.

If | have an opportunity to visit
there again, | would like to visit Kume
Islana. (HIROMI FURUTA, Kita, Nagoya)

A few cdecades ago, a business {rip
y means of a two-propelier-driven CAT
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{Chinese Air Transport) airplane took me
to the Rylkyld Islands, which constitute
Okinawa Prefecture, south of the Ama-
mi Islands, centered in the island of
QOkinawa, which is separated from the
rest of Japan. Through the irony of fate,
| was engaged in advertising stringed
and percussion musical instruments
which the company | worked for handled.
(A few years ago, | retired from that
company in which | had worked for sev-
eral decades, having reached the retire-
ment age.)

Because the principal city of Naha,
the capital of the prefecture, was also
the seat of the U. S. military government
and the native Rylky( government, it
was reasonable for me to work with the
broadcasting stations and newspaper
publishers to present the finest kind of
advertising for the U. S. forces stationed
at Kadena Air Base.

Fortunately, while staying there, |
was able to visit the Okinawa Memorial
Park, where the remains 0f12,500 Amer-
icans and a quarter-million Japanese
who suffered greatly in the Pacific War,
especially during the full onslaught of
the allied invasion which began April
10,1945, are enshrined. One day, | stood
outside the fence of Kadena Air Force
Base, which occupied a large percentage
of Okinawan land, silently watching the
whirring departure and landing of B-52
bombers with their mammoth bodies.
The L. S. Air Force stationed in Okinawa,
including Kadena, is said to be the larg-
est and strongest in the world.

Controversial issues have generai-
ed friction between the local populace
and the U. S. military. The bulldozing of
village homes and agricultural land
sparked resistance which proved futile
but invited attention to the problem. For
many Okinawans, major issues remain:
part of the second largest city in the
prefecture, after Naha, is still partly
occupled by the Kadena U. S. Air Force
Base; RyOkyl natives are not at liberty
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to use their own land even now, fifty
years after the end of fighting; the re-
moval of nuclear weapons and the reduc-
tion of American bases on their land.

The Miyako Mainichi newspaper re-
ported that the Chinichi newspaper in
Nagoya exposed the possibiity of moving
the U. S. forces of Kadena to Shichi-t6
Island, also in the Ry(kyls. . The people
of Shichi-t6 began to worry about U. S.
military forces entering their land. - This
raised a question about the justification
of the U. S. military still being stationed
on those islands more than fifty years
after the war. It was the first time for
this criticism to be raised outside of
Okinawa. .

The main problem is that much of
the general public has been indifferent
about these controversial issues, isn't
it? (JAIME IWAI, Owariasahi)

When | was twenty vyears old, |
worked for Kyoto Prefecture, but after
one year | decided to quit tha job and
determined to go to the Dutch East In-
dies. | visited the section chief's house
to say farewell. He encouraged me and
told of his recent experience in Okinawa.
He said the Okinawans were a very
warm-hearted people and enjoyed their
native songs and dances.

During the war in Makassar, | no—-

ticed a group of new recruits. They had
stout bodies but extremely short legs.
Afterward, | learned they were Okinawan
fishermen who had settled there for
many years. After the war, we were
torced to live in a concentration camp
and Okinawans lived in a separate house.
About once a month, we joined together
with them for some amusement. Some
Okinawans made a simple musical in-
strument using a can and a leather cord
and played it. Because no women were
in the camp, some Okinawan men put
rice-powder make-up on their sun-tanned
faces and played the roll of women. All
of us watching burst into laughter.
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But during the war, the land of Oki-
nawa turned into a battlefield. The land
was completely destroyed and many Oki-
nawans were Killed or injured and since
then some of their land has been used as
a U. S. air base. The discontent of the
Okinawan people has erupted. They are
asking for the immediate return of their
land. But the U. S. A. replied that they
need the base until peace comes to Asia.
When will peace come? Who can say? |
fully sympathize with the Okinawans!

(TSUYOSHI HAMADA, Minami, Nagoya)

An unfortunate incident which took
place in Okinawa last year developed in-
to a big problem involving both Japan and
the United States. Almost every day we-.
hear a2 report relating to Okinawa. Under
such conditions, | was a little hesitant
to go there, but in early February, | vis-
ited Okinawa for the first time.

In spite of it being the coldest
season in HonshQ, cherry trees were in
full bloom and as far as sightseeing
spots were concemed, everything in
sight was peaceful--even the former
battlefield turned into a memarial park.
The ocean viewed from that hill was
calm and peaceful. It was almost impos-
sible to find traces of the tragic war.
But when | visited the Tower of Hime-
yuri,.| became more emotional that | had
expected.  Everything displayed there
reminded me of sad experiences we had
nearly fifty years dgo. If they had not
been involved in a terrible war, they
would be enjoying themselves as we are
now. Thinking about this almost made
me cry. | felt very sorry for them all
and offered a silent prayer in my mind.

(MIDORI KODAMA, Midori, Nagoya)

"The wisdom from above is pure
first of ail; it is also peaceful, gentle
and Triendily; it is Tull of compassion
aind produces a harvest of good deeds;
i1 1s free Trom prejudice and hypoci-
isy." (James 3:17)
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~ Essa on Sub'ect #299 ("24
Seasons") received too late e
included in "Echoes" #52

When | heard this theme given in
the "Daily Word" telephone message, |
wondered what it meant. | must confess
that | didn't know the term, 24 sekki,
though.] knew the names of some of
them. | am ashamed of my ignorance.

So, | went to a nearby library and
consulted an encyclopedia. According to
its explanation, the 24 sekki are related
. to climatic changes following the lunar
.calendar, but the dates in the lunar cal-
endar do not coincide with the climate.
These 24 names are closely related to
the climate and to our traditional Japa-
nese thinking.

The names really stimulate old and
peaceful feelings in me. It is very re~
grettable for us Japanese to be losing
these names and for me to have been liv-
ing in ignorance about them.

Since listening to the "Daily Word"
message about the 24 sekki, | have tried
to be conscious of them.
.ciate the messages.

(TOSHIYUK! KOTERAZAWA, Kasugal)

*hkkkkikhkkhdkibhkxhkkkkkik

Once again, I wish to express
my thanks to those who contributed
essays to this 53rd issue of “"Daily
Word" Echoes. Among the 19 writers
of the 58 essays included in it,
there is one first—timer.

To accompany the statistics
given in the accompanying column,
over the 14 years since the first
issue of “Daily Word" ‘Echoes was
published, 102 writers have submit—
ted a total of 2732 essays. I hope
the writers learn £rom the correc—
ticns I have made and that all read—
ers enjoy reading them as much as I
have. (C.0.)

| greatly appre-

"DAILY WORD" ECHOES
A BRIEF HISTORY OF "DAILY WORD"

1/1/79 "Daily Word"s predecessor,
Kyvo nc Messeji, (0566-52-2732) in Jap-
anese began from Takahama Church using
"answer phone" machine (book of these
daily  messages,Kokoro no Sanpé-michi,
published December1994 by K:rrsuto
Shinbunsha)

9/1/80 "Daily Word"
6422) began from Nagoya
using same method

4/26/81 First meeting of listeners

10/3/871 Began sending out printed
copies of messages
, 8/29/82 First
Word" Echoes"
9/21/83 Second telephone/"an-

phone installed to handle more

(052-794-
rasidence

issue of "Daily

swei"
calls

2/1/86 Telephones purchased by
NTT; "Daily Word" became NTT service,
taped/transmitted on NTT equipment

1/88 "Daily Word" messages intro-
duced into NTT's CAPTAIN system

1/89 Daily Word, textbook for uni-
versity students, published (Hokuseido)

12720 "Daily Word" messages in-
troduced into the English Forum of NIFTY
Serve computer network

1/91 Ofuna- Hakase no Deiri- Wa-
do, high school text, published (Biseisha)

10/30/92 Messages began to be re-

| corded on chip instead of on tape; must
_ be called in daily

" 1/93 -"Daily Word" messages be-
came available in Braille at St. Michael's
English Library for the Blind (Kobe)

10/93 Japanese transiations of
messages from NIFTY-Serve made avail-

able for general listeners/readers

3/96 On Internet (NAMOS home
page): http://www.namos.co.jp/clark/
June 30,1996 = message #5396;
Weekly copy #751; "Daily Word" Echoes
#53; Listeners Meeting #63; Total num-
ber of calls (8/80-5/95): 752,878; Aver-
age per day: 134; Record number of calls
in one day: 5224 (1/14/88)



